About the Great Miami River Watershed

The Great Miami River Watershed drains nearly 4,000 square miles in

the southwest portion of Ohio. The largest rivers include the Great Miami,
Stillwater and Mad rivers. The Great Miami River Watershed includes all
or part of 15 counties from Indian Lake and other headwater areas to the
Ohio River in western Hamilton County.

In the late 1700s and early 1800s, Europeans settled in the region, building
communities along the banks of these waterways. Today, two of the nation’s
longest interstate highway systems—Interstate 70 and 75—intersect in the
heart of the watershed, just north of Dayton. With a population of 166,000,
Dayton is the largest city in the watershed. Other major cities within the
watershed with a population of 50,000 or more include Springfield, Hamilton
and Middletown. Cities with more than 20,000 people include Piqua, Troy,
Riverside and Fairfield.
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The Miami Conservancy
District protects the
region from flooding,
preserves the quantity
and quality of water, and
promotes the enjoyment

of our waterways.

I nawo I'ld with few guarantees, residents of the Miami Valley have
counted on the Miami Conservancy District (MCD) for more than 80 years of
unfailing flood protection. The five dry dams, levees and other flood-preven-
tion features have enabled the growth and development not only of Dayton
but of cities along the Great Miami River from Piqua to Hamilton.

While maintaining the commitment to its core
mission of flood protection, MCD has—over
the years—been at the forefront of emerging
water issues, growing as needed to meet

the region’s water needs. As a watershed
organization, MCD brings people together
to address local water needs and look at
issues in a holistic way—including the
social, economic and environmental
benefits. From flood protection to water
research and education to recreational
amenities along the river’s edge, MCD
provides quality-of-life improvements to

the region, continuing the innovation of
Arthur Morgan, developer of the flood-
protection system. His legacy lives on in

the work of today’s MCD—stewards of the

Great Miami River Watershed. Arthur Morgan

Stewards of the Great Miami River Watershed
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